
 

May 2017 Newsletter 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

May 13th- 8AM- 4PM. Club Auction and Raffle. 

May 26-28th- Club Exhibition. Set up Friday 6PM. 

June 10th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

July 8th- Club meeting. All about deciduous trees. 

August 12th- Club meeting. Sun, water and soil, 

how they work together. 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 6th- FRIDAY 7 PM! LSBF speaker. 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Changed to Friday the 6th 

because of the LSBF visiting speaker. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Wiring. 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Mark, his One-Seed Juniper won 

best conifer at the LSBF Convention!  

President’s Message  
By Dan LeBlanc 
Hello to all my fellow FWBS members.  

Well April was one of the busiest months for 

Bonsai enthusiasts that I can remember. We had the 

LSBF convention at the first of the month in Dallas 

and the Japanese Spring festival on the 22nd and 

23rd.  

The LSBF was a great success. We had 

several local members win awards and it was well 

attended by most Texas clubs. The exhibit was 

amazing. And I know I spent way too much in the 

Vendor area. Thanks to all who showed up 

to support our club, the LSBF and its 

Vendors. Howard Smith won the best in show with 

one of the Ash Junipers that was collected on one of 

our Club Digs not too long ago. Also a 

big congratulations to Mark Bynum for winning Best 

Conifer with his amazing One Seed Juniper. (Marlin) 

It doesn’t seem that long ago that Mark and I were 

newcomers at the FWBS. It just goes to show that a 

little participation in the FWBS can go a long way in 

the refinement and enjoyment of your own Bonsai. 

The Japanese Spring Festival was also a lot 

of fun. We had some very nice tree on display and 

the public seemed to enjoy it. This is one of our most 

important events for the club as it helps us generate 

interest in our club and hopefully bring in some new 

members. Our stated mission for the FWBS is “to 

promote knowledge and interest in 

bonsai”.  Unfortunately we only had a few members 

show up. So I encourage everyone to try to make 

these events. It’s important for the future of our club 

and it’s a beautiful garden for the children to enjoy. 

The last few years has seen a noticeable increase 

in traffic from the public. As a result we sold out all 

of the junipers that we styled back in January. Ron 

Arrington has graciously taken over most of the sales 

area and volunteered both Saturday and Sunday. Big 

thanks to Ron.  

May will also be a good time for the FWBS 

as we are scheduled for two more big events.  

May 13th. Is our annual Club Auction and 

Raffle. This is where our members sell off some of 

their Bonsai and it’s a great opportunity to get some 

real good material at a Huge discount. Several of the 

trees in my collection are from this event. The Raffle 

is always a lot of fun and helps raise money for the 

club. Please consider donating any small Bonsai 

related material. Pots, books or smaller trees as well 



as soil old tools, etc.… Anything Bonsai related will 

be welcomed. 

May 26th through 28th is our annual Club 

Exhibition. The Exhibit is open to the public and 

has always brought out a lot of good trees. This is our 

main event for the FWBS and our opportunity to 

show our trees. As always we need as many 

volunteers to help set up the exhibit area Friday night 

as well as attend and monitor the event both Saturday 

and Sunday. It looks like the Garden will have 

extended hours on Sunday so we will probably be 

opening earlier on Sunday than we have in years 

past. Please plan on attending and showing 

your support even if you can’t stay long or volunteer 

we would still like to see all the members enjoying 

the show. 

I hope to see you all at our upcoming events. 

Don’t forget to check our website for updates 

and news.    http://fortworthbonsai.org 

Thanks 

Dan 

 

May Auction and Raffle 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

Our next meeting on Saturday May 13th will 

be our annual auction and raffle. Items over $35.00 

in value will be put into the auction. Items below 

$35.00 will be part of the raffle. Anyone may 

participate, this is not for members only. The 

schedule for the meeting is: 

      8:00am - Doors open, set up, bring in items. 

      9:00 to 10:00am - Raffle tickets on sale. All 

items should be in place and ready for viewing. 

      10:00am - Raffle begins. 

      10:30am - Auction begins. 

Please bring items you no longer wish to use 

and help them find a new owner. Some ideas are pots, 

plants, books, tools, oriental art and stands. (I usually 

donate a piece of jewelry or two.) This is a big 

fundraiser for our club and is a great way to get some 

fun things to work with as well as prime bonsai 

material to add to your collection. 

 

Fort Worth Bonsai Exhibit 
 Our annual club exhibition is scheduled for 

this month as well. This will be held in the Garden 

Center Building at the Botanic Garden across the hall 

from our regular meeting room. This is another way 

to acquire experience and understanding of bonsai. 

Come out the help set up on Friday at 6PM, then on 

Saturday and Sunday you can interact with the 

attendees. There’s always time to exchange 

information with other bonsai enthusiasts and club 

members. Please come out to help. It’s a good 

learning experience for newer members and we need 

everyone’s help in putting on the show. Our shows 

are a special way to get people interested in joining 

the club and they are inspirational for everyone who 

participates. 

 

Schedule for the show is: 

Set up will start at 6PM Friday May 26th. 

The show will be open to the public: 

9 am- 5 pm, Saturday, May 27th. 

11 am- 4 pm, Sunday, May 28th. 

We will need lots of help to pack up the show at 4PM 

Sunday. 

 

Japanese Garden Spring Festival  
 

 
Scott and Ron manning the sales table. Thanks to 

them and everyone who helped to create the juniper 

bonsai to sell and worked to sell them during the 

festival. This is a major fund raiser for our club. 

 

 
Mark caught the crowds interest while demonstrating 

on a juniper, while Dan and Steven look on. 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


 
This juniper belonging to the Botanic Garden will 

become one of the trees in the Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection. It was the demo tree for Bjorn 

Bjornholm the LSBF traveling speaker last year. 

 

 
Mark’s blooming ligustrum brought out multiple 

compliments from the many visitors to the display. 

 
Scott’s Ficus tree was beautiful. 

 

 
Steven’s Cedar Elm. 

 

 



LSBF 2017 Convention in Dallas 

The LSBF Convention was a great success. 

Congratulations to the Bonsai Society of Dallas for a 

wonderful event. Thanks also go to many of our Fort 

Worth members who participated in various ways. 

Thanks to Joseph McCoy for the use of his pictures. 

The highlighted speakers pose with their demo trees: 

 

 

 

 

A beautiful display from the Convention Exhibit. 

 

Howard’s collected juniper won a prize and so did 

Mark’s tree pictured on the front page of this 

newsletter. 

 

       
Steven’s Trident maple was beautifully displayed. 



More examples of bonsai that were shown at the 

LSBF Convention. 

 

 
A green island ficus on display. 

 

 

 
Another beautiful group display. 

 

 

 
A lovely grouping of shohin bonsai. 

 

MAY BONSAI 

By John Miller 

The abnormal winter we had this year will cause 

you to need to adjust your work schedule.  You already 

have for repotting and the first pruning.  Now you should 

look at adjusting your fertilizing and any leaf pruning you 

may want to do. 

Usually in the Dallas area, May is the time to do 

the leaf pruning job if you have to do it.  If you have kept 

the new growth pinched properly, you have been getting 

the ramification usually attributed to leaf pruning.  The 

only good reason for leaf pruning is to replace foliage that 

has been damaged by wind or insects.  On some individual 

plants that have large foliage, the new foliage may be 

smaller.  Leaf pruning should only be done on strong 

healthy trees and should be done after the spring foliage 

has matured and supplied the tree with enough nutrients 

to produce a good crop of new foliage.  It must be done 

well before the summer heat causes the plant growth to 

slow or stop.  I consider the very latest time (and not at all 

desirable) to be Memorial Day.  Leaf pruning is done by 

cutting the stems of those leaves that have them (maples) 

or cutting across the leaf about 1/16 inch from the twig if 

leaves are attached direction on the twig (elms).  The tree 

should be well fertilized 7 - 10 days before the operation.  

It will not need as much water until the new foliage has 

developed. 

When the nighttime temp stays above 60 degrees 

it is time to start repotting the tropical material.  Since 

there are so many different requirements for tropicals I 

will not try to cover their needs here.  But in general, I like 

to put them in partial shade and mist them until the new 

growth starts. 

Warm humid days are favorable for fungal 

growth.  Watch for mildew, black leaf spot on elms and 

yaupons, among other.  As an organic control I use 

hydrogen peroxide in a 1% solution (mix 1 part of the 

normal 3% commercial product with 2 parts water).  

Baking soda is also recommended organically. 

Aphids, spider mites, and scale continue to be the 

most prevalent insects.  The foliar feeding of fish 

emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and apple cider vinegar 

(1 tablespoon each per gallon of water) is all the control I 

use for them.  Scale is the most difficult because it is 

covered with a waxy coating (the scale).  You may need 

to use a horticultural oil mixed as directed on the label.  

Be sure that the direction you read is for summer use as 

some have two dosages given, one for dormancy (usually 

the first and strongest) and one for summer.  Don’t use oil 

on buttonwood or any other plant not included on the 

label.  A systemic applied to the root zone according to 

the label may be used.  Don’t stick a stem in your mouth 

if you use systemic or other chemicals. 

If you see damage to the foliage or the plant is not 

doing well, look for other problems and if you don’t 

recognize the culprit ask you favorite nurseryman for 



help.  A lot of root problems (insects or fungi) look like 

undernourished trees. 

Start checking your pots to see if the sun is 

heating them up.  Our summer sun shining on dark pots 

can make the soil temperature soar and kill the roots.  Try 

putting your hand on the pot.  Roots are living organisms 

and cannot take high temperatures any more than you can.  

Heating also dries out the soil making you water more 

often.  Any number of ways of keeping the pots cool will 

work, the requirement being to prevent the sun from 

getting to them.  I do not care for the aluminum foil 

methods because I don’t care to have the light reflected 

into my eyes.  A simple cloth with a slit to go around the 

trunk works fine. A shade cloth should be used on the 

western side to keep late (after 4pm) day sun off 

Remember all the work that you did in the spring?  

Keep the new growth trimmed so that you haven’t wasted 

your time.  While trimming or watering check the wiring 

periodically and remove it before it damages the branch.  

If the branch springs back some rewire it. 

If you are not on a regular organic foliar/drench 

feed schedule be sure to use fertilizer cakes with 

supplemental feeding with a good liquid fertilizer, one 

that includes the minor elements. Such as the hollytone 

type made by Espoma.   Most bonsai I see are 

malnourished.  The liquid water soluble fertilizer gets 

washed out with the next watering and the tree starves 

until the next infrequent feeding. 

Time to consider becoming more proficient at 

your hobby.  You can learn all the rules but without 

practice you will not be able to perform.  You need 

practice to learn to recognize the line of the raw material 

you are starting with.  You get this practice and 

experience by taking part in the clubs various study 

groups, beginner’s classes, and workshops.  If you are not 

a beginner, try teaching some beginners as the teacher 

learns as much as his students by trying to verbalize what 

he is attempting to teach.  Visit conventions especially the 

local state convention and discuss trees with others who 

share your like for a particular style or species. 

 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Cora Wade 

cdwade3@gmail.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net 
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